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SUBJECT: VISIT TO NETHERLANDS OF SPANISH FOREIGN MINISTER 

REF: MADRID 334 

IN THE COURSE OF A DISCUSSION OF VARIETY OF MATTERS WITH 
VAN HEKELEN, HEAD OF NATO DIRECTORATE MFA, QUESTION OF 
SPAIN CAME UP. WE LEARNED THAT DUTCH ANTICIPATE VISIT 
BY FOREIGN MINISTER AREILZA IN MID-FEBURARY, ARRANGEMENTS HAVING 
JUST BEEN CONCLUDED. DUTCH WRE ENCOURAGED BY SPANISH 
EFFORT TO MEND FENCES WITH WESTERN EUROPEANS BUT CONTINUED 
TO HAVE MISGIVINGS THAT SPANISH WERE MOVING PRECIPITATELY 
IN RELATIONS TO BOTH EUROPEAN COMMUNITY AND NATO. 

VAN EEKELEN OPINED THAT MEETING WITH LUNS WAS UNWISE 
AND POTENTIALLY EMBARRASSING SPANISH INITIATIVE IN TERMS 
OF DUTCH POLITICAL ATTITUDES. 
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